
 

 

NOTES FROM THE  
JAPANTOWN ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND MARKETING COMMITTEE MEETING 

 OF THE JAPANTOWN TASK FORCE 
COMMUNITY ROOM OF UNION BANK 

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 14, 2018 
 

BOARD MEMBER PRESENT: 
Alice Kawahatsu, Richard Hashimoto, Judy Hamaguchi 
 
STAFF PRESENT: 
Greg Marutani 
 
OTHERS PRESENT: 
Merry Nishimura, Emily Glick, Penny Lam\, 
 
The meeting was convened at 11:00 a.m. 
 
I. INTRODUCTIONS 

Emily Glick from the Buchanan Hotel stated that the occupancy is as good as can be 
expected for February and that the new section of the SF Convention Center is scheduled to 
open in late 2018, she is looking for a better February in 2019. 
 
She reported that the hotel has added a City Betterment fee of approximately $0.89 cents 
per night lodging in an attempt to offset the $25,000+ Community Benefit District (CBD) 
assessment. She reported that it is an optional fee but that around 90% of the guests have 
agreed to it. 
 
Richard Hashimoto from the Japan Center Garage Corporation (JCGC) reported that both 
the vehicle and revenue are down and that the monthly parking permit will increase $10.00 
to $235.00 per month beginning March 1st. He acknowledged that the ride sharing programs 
have impacted the JCGC as well as other parking garages in the City. His concern is with 
fewer people driving to Japantown has had an impact on the merchants. 
 
Penny Lam from Ichiban Kan reported that she has had an increase in the number of youth 
middle to high school aged) coming in larger groups and pilfering items from the store. She 
continues to share as much information about the various groups that have been 
frequenting the store. She has heard from other retail merchants and they have indicated 
they are familiar with the young people. 
 
Penny indicated she will work with Victor Lau, both are co-chairs of the Business Watch 
Group (BWG) to look into arranging another orientation workshop in Japantown for new 
merchants as well as businesses where there has been staff turnover. 
 
Sheron Chu of 3 D could not attend due to another meeting 

 
I I .  ONGOING AND UPCOMING EVENTS: 

A. 50th Anniversary of the Malls Update 
Richard reported that the next committee meeting is set for Wednesday, February 28, 
2018 and will be held in the Community Room of Union Bank.  Community is invited to 
attend for input.  



 
The date for the formal event is Wednesday March 28th from 11:00 a.m. to Noon and a 
reception at the Hotel Kabuki from Noon to 2:00 p.m.  
 
He said there would be new banners placed on the lamp poles commemorating the 50th 
anniversary replacing the existing Japantown banners and hope that the CBD will 
replace those banners with new Japantown banners in late 2018 or early 2019. 
 
Plans for a larger community celebration is being considered for Saturday, October 20th 
from 11:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.. 
 

B. JCBD/JEDM/JMA Joint Meeting Report 
No report was given 
 

C. February 18, 2018 Films of Remembrance fundraiser for Nichi Bei Foundation at New 
People Theater located at 1746 Post Street 

 
D. March 11, 2018 Nichi Bei Bento Fundraiser at the Social Hall of Konko Church located at 

1755 Laguna Street. 
 

I I I .  NEW BUSINESS: 
A. Meeting of the new Northern Station Captain. 

Greg clarified that Sandy asked Richard Jue, who is with the SF Police Department to 
reach out to Captain Joseph Engler as to when he would have time to meet in 
Japantown. The purpose of the visit has not yet been determined as to whether it would 
be a meeting and/or a “meet and greet” walk around Japtantown. 
 

B. Meeting of Block Captains SAFE at St. Mary’s Cathedral 
Alice reported she attended the citywide gathering of neighborhood block captains on 
February 13, 2018. She was very impressed with the work of Ray O’Connor (Stuart Hall 
Instructor) who lives near the “haystack” neighborhood and through his slide 
presentation demonstrated what he and the neighbors had accomplished so far. 
 
She added she is involved with the Nihonmachi Terrace SAFE group. 
 

C. Day of Remembrance at AMC Dine-In Kabuki Theater is Sunday, February 18, 2018 
from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m. with a reception at the Center (JCCCNC). 

 
The meeting concluded at 12:05 p.m. 


