
 

 

NOTES FROM THE 
AD HOC PEACE PLAZA/PAGODA COMMITTEE MEETING 

OF THE JAPANTOWN TASK FORCE 
COMMUNITY ROOM OF UNION BANK 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 27, 2018 
  
BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: 
Sandy Mori, Benh Nakajo, Glynis Nakahara, Rosalyn Tonai 
 
OTHERS PRESENT: 
Ai Hiyami, David Ishida, Steve Nakajima, Steve Nakajo, George Yamasaki, Jr. 
 
STAFF PRESENT: 
Greg Marutani 
 
The meeting was called to order at 5:00 p.m. 
 
I. UPDATES 

A. Recreation and Parks Department (RPD) Commission and staff outreach 
Sandy Mori and Steve Nakajo reported that: 
✓ they met with Commissioner Larry Mazzola, Jr. and believe he is on board for the 

repair and renovation of the Peace Plaza; 
✓ there is a need to check in with Commission President Mark Buell and secure his 

support; 
✓ they are attempting to meet with Eric McDonnell who is reportedly secured 

employment out of the area; 
✓ reported that Commissioner Gloria Bonilla has requested the RPD staff to add the 

Peace Plaza item to their agenda; 
✓ they have support from Dennis Kern to provide $100,000 for a community concept 

design project that would be coordinated by the JTF; 
 
It was mentioned that Commissioner Bonilla would meet with President Buell about this 
project. It was suggested that a separate meeting with representatives from the 
community be arranged to meet with President Buell.  
 
With regards to the SF Municipal Transportation Agency (SFMTA) meeting with Director 
Art Torres was positive. A meeting with Director Lee Hsu is one of directors that efforts 
are proceeding to meet with him about the Peace Plaza project. 
 

B. Recreation & Parks Department Bond Measure (organizing support, increasing the 
bond) 
Jon Osaki reported that he has met with representatives from the Portsmouth Square 
Park group in Chinatown and that there is interest in collaborating with Japantown and 
the South of Market Filipino group to meet with Naomi Kelly who heads up the Capital 
Campaign at City Hall in order to bring these projects to her attention and to avoid the 
possibility of “lumping” them together rather than distinct and separate communities and 
needs. 
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Both David Ishida and Steve Nakajo had brief encounters with Mayor Mark Farrell and 
mentioned the renovation of the Peace Plaza project to him.  
 
Sandy Mori is attempting to have a face-to-face meeting with Mayor Farrell. 
 

C. Clarification on Preservation Issues 
As the JTF Board supported landmarking only the Pagoda that remains the focus, even 
though the Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) recommended that both the Peace 
Plaza and Pagoda be landmarked. 
 
Sandy Mori reported that the HPC has not yet forwarded its recommendation to the 
Board of Supervisors. 
 

II. OTHER BUSINESS 
It was noted that as things progress on the RPD bond measure for 2019, a need to broaden 
the base to attend the community meetings would be crucial to gain traction and that 
outreach to the members of the Japantown community would need to be mobilized.  
 
It was commented that after the June 5, 2019 election could result in new appointments to 
the SFMTA and RPD and could require a renewed effort to update the new Directors and 
Commissioners on the Peace Plaza renovation. 
 

III. NEXT STEPS 
With respect to the Community Concept and Design project, it was recommended that 
development of a plan on how to proceed with a substantial project that consideration 
should be given to revisit the design prepared in 2001 as a starting point rather than from 
scratch.  
 
Jon Osaki suggested focusing the next meeting of the Ad Hoc Committee on how this item 
be handled as there were individuals who recommended the project be assigned to the 
Land Use and Transportation Committee while there were those who supported keeping the 
project within the Ad Hoc Committee.  
 
In either case, there would need to be consideration of the composition of the group based 
on technical expertise as well as community representation with the goal to create a 
consensus on a design. 

 
The next meeting of the Ad Hoc Committee is scheduled for March 27, 2018 at 5:00 p.m. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 5:55 p.m. 
 


